INTRODUCTION
Mites of the family Caligonellidae (Acari: Trombidiformes) are relatively small, free-living predatory mites that feed on small arthropods. They often live on tree bark and in litter, soil, moss, storehouses and bird nests (Summers and Schlinger 1955; Meyer and Ueckermann 1989; Fan 2000; Do?an 2003) . The genus Molothrognathus is the best known genus in this family and has three known species namely: M. mehrnejadi Liang and Zhang, 1997; M. azizi Ueckermann and Khanjani, 2002 and M. bahariensis Ueckermann and Khanjani, 2002 in Iran. In this paper, we describe and illustrate Molothrognathus mikaeeli n. sp. from Iran. The terminology and abbreviations adopted are from Kethley (1990) . All measurements are given in micrometers (µm). Measurements of holotype are given first followed in parentheses by those of three paratypes.
Genus Molothrognathus

Summers and Schlinger, 1955
Type species -Molothrognathus leptostylus Summers and Schlinger Diagnosis -Molothrognathus can be recognized by the following character: Stylophore conical; peritremes originating dorsally on the median portion of the stylophore, immediately behind the stylet condyle and descending on the laterobasal margins of the stylophore; Palptarsi bearing on solenidion and four distal eupathidial setae Molothrignathus mikaeeli n. sp.
Bagheri and Ahaniazad
Holotype -Female (Figures 1-8 (25 -27) , h 1 -h 1 27 (26 -30), h 2 -h 2 47 (42 -47), h 1 -h 2 20 (17 -21); dorsum also with three pairs of visible cupules on the integument, ia behind eyes, im lateral to setae d 1 and ip lateral to setae f 1 ; anal covers dorsally with two pairs of setae ps 1 9 (9 -10) and ps 2 10 (10 -11) .
Venter (Figure 1b ) -Ventral surface striate; endopodal shields between coxae absent; setae 1a on coxae I but 3a and 4a on integument; two pairs of aggenital setae (ag 1-2 ) present; genital flaps bearing one pair of simple setae (g 1 ), one pair of cupules laterad to genital shields present.
Gnathosoma (Figure 1c-1d ) -Subcapitulum smooth, with two pairs of adoral setae (or 1,2 ) and also one pair of subcapitular setae (m); stylophore (Figure 3 
